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Boggs Drinking Data Trctced to FBI . 


By Jack Anderson 

New evidence has come to 
the FBI is trafficking 
In private information about 
public figures. 

A derogatory report on 
House Democratic leader 
Hale Boggs, including the 
allegation that he drinks heav- 
ily, has been traced to FBI 
sources. 

This was the inspiration, it 
has been suggested, for Deputy 
Attorney General Richard 
Kleindienst’s crack on tele- 
vision that Boggs must have 
been either **sick or . • . not 
in possession of his faculties" 
when he accxised the FBI of 
tapping congressional phones. 

Kleindienst told us he had 
heard the rumors about Boggs' 
drinking but not firom the FBI. 
The only FBI report he had 
seen on Boggs, Kleindienst 
said, concerned the congress- 
man's alleged role in helping 
Baltimore contractor Victor 
Frenkil get the contract for 
constructing a House garage. 

The deputy attorney general 
said he had reviewed this re- 
port about 18 months ago and 
had joined in the decision that 
"there was no evidence to war- 
rant prosecution." 

The FBI nmdown on Boggs, 


according to a competent 
source who has seen it and 
is in a position to know its 
origin, is written on plain 
paper without any FBI iden- 
tifying marks. In the past, we 
have seen similar anonymous 
reports that we knew came 
out of the FBI. 

Titillating Tidbits 

It has been the FBI's prac- 
tice to collect titillating tid- 
bits about prominent people, 
which turn up in the course 
of other investigations. 

The FBI learned from its 
wiretaps at the Soviet Embas- 
sy, for instance, that ex-Attor- 
ney General Ramsey Clark 
had telephoned Soviet Ambas- 
sador Anatoly Dobrynin last 
December about possibly go- 
ing to Russia to observe the 
trial of 12 Russian Jews who 
allegedly had plotted to hijack 
a plane to fly them to Israel. 

J. Edgar Hoover immediate- 
ly sent a secret message about 
Clark's plans, quoting a "high- 
ly reliable source," on the 
FBI teletype to the White 
House, Pentagon, State De- 
partment and Central Intelli- 
gence Agency. 

Perhaps the most notorious 
FBI report that has come to 


oiu* attention was a memo to 
President Johnson on the sex 
life of Dr. Martin Luther 
King. A White House aide 
showed us the FBI memo, 
dated Feb. 20, 1968. 

It quoted a "confidential in- 
formant" who said Dr. King 
had been having an "Illicit 
affair" with the "wife of a 
prominent Negro dentist in 
Los Angeles.” 

Continued the memo: "The 
source related an incident 
which occurred some time ago 
in a New York City hotel, 
where King was izftoxicated at 
a small gathering. King 
threatened to leap from the 
13th floor window of the ho- 
tel if this woman would not 
say she loved him." 

The FBI, of co^e, has no 
business investigating King's 
Kx life, Boggs' diinking hab- 
its, Clark's travel plans or the 
private lives of any other pul> 
lie figures. 

Peanut Butter Caper 

Hidden in secret Pentagon 
files, among incidents the 
Army has hushed up, is the 
story of the peanut butter 
caper. 

It happened a year ago when 
Maj. Gen. Herron Maples was 
in charge of peanut butter 


matters for the Army in Eu- 
rope. 

He was determined to keep 
his favorite brand, Circus pea- 
nut butter, on commissary 
shelves. But he was overruled 
by a cost-conscious Pentagon 
which discovered Piknlk pea- 
nut butter was cheaper. 

(The cost overrun for the 
Circus brand, it was carefully^ 
calculated, came to 21 cents 
extra for a three-pound jar.) 

Maples registered his com- 
pliance in a formal message 
that he sent to the Pentagon 
over the "front channeL” But 
he put another secret message 
on the "back channel," which 
is reserved for general of- 
ficers. 

Only the most sensitive 
secrets are marked for the 
“eyes only" of Pentagon in- 
siders. This was how Maples 
stamped his message, which 
was hand-carried from the 
Pentagon communications cen- 
ter to the Army Support Serv- 
ices. 

"I will withdraw agree- 
ment," the two-star peanut 
butter epicurean advised. Thus 
he defied the Pentagon direc- 
tive and continued to stock 
the more expensive peanut 
spread, keeping the record a 
deep military secret 
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